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Foreword from our Chairman 

From small steps to giant leaps

As the Chairman of the Petersfield Museum for the past 
10 years, I have watched with pride as a small Museum, 
which opened in 1999 with the support of the Petersfield 
Area Historical Society, has grown, through the unstinting 
effort of numerous volunteers and a generous bequest 

from local solicitor, Freddie Standfield, as well as the 
essential recent support of the Heritage Lottery Fund.

The Museum reflects the history of the people of Petersfield and its parishes, 
providing a unique and diverse window of social history, spanning 10,000 years. It 
preserves around 21,000 objects, photographs and documents and programmes a 
wide-range of activities, workshops, educational talks and town walks.

This is a landmark moment in the Museum’s history with a one-off opportunity to 
expand and create a cultural hub in the heart of the town. This project will create 
the space to show 85% more of our collections. But it’s also a chance to create new 
social areas and learning spaces, where we can host engaging educational events, as 
well as providing a first-stop for visitors to our town, packed full of information and 
knowledge about the area, to enable everyone to enjoy it to the full.

I hope very much that you will join me in supporting this important venture which 
will benefit us all in so many ways. Your crucial support now will help to safeguard 
our history, for future generations to come.

Vaughan Clarke

• The front of the Petersfield Museum 
can now be found at the old front 
entrance to the County Police Station, 
opposite Fork Handles café

• We are preserving the original Police 
jail cells and exercise yard, along with 
the magistrate’s bench, gavel and witness 
box in the adjoining Courthouse, as 
fine examples of the Victorian Judiciary 
system

• A new visitor reception area will 
provide an information hub about 
exhibitions and the area, as well the 
many temptations of a well-stocked 
Museum shop

• An 85% increase in display space 
for Petersfield’s historic collections 
will enable the inclusion of important 
archaeological finds from Petersfield 
Heath and recently excavated barrows  

Securing history

Go directly to jail and find the Petersfield Museum 

• The Courthouse will be adapted to 
become a multi-use learning space with 
the ability to transform into a 50-seat 
lecture hall

• The new Edward Thomas Study 
Centre with its impressive archive 
collection of books, letters, pictures and 
journals relating to Steep’s brilliant local 
landscape poet will be re-homed in the 
stable block, providing a quiet place for 
contemplation

• A gallery space will be created in the 
link building between the Courthouse 
and Police station

• A Museum store for the collections, 
environmentally controlled, will occupy 
the upstairs of the Police Station, 
along with offices for the Curator and 
Museum staff

A fully re-imagined Petersfield Museum 
will open its doors in 2021



Expansion will finally give Petersfield 
Museum the space to tell the story of 
how humanity has prospered in this 
little patch of rugged England. From 
the early beginnings and the people of 
Petersfield Heath in the early Bronze 
age, to the charming observational 
paintings by 20th Century Artist, Flora 
Twort. There is a rich and colourful 
history to reveal that involves plentiful 
beer, horses and wool. 

This expansion will enable us to become 
a more valuable resource in the heart of 
the community.

• Improving our facilities will allow our 
Educational programme to develop 
more learning activities and workshops 
for nursery and school-age children, as 
well as adults

• A more diverse range of volunteer 
opportunities and training will create the 
chance to learn new skills and make a 
highly valued and positive contribution 
into the museum and the community

• Multi-use spaces, including the ability 
to convert the Courthouse into a 
50-seat conference, seminar or lecture 
space should prove to be useful to hire 
for local businesses and community 
groups, whenever available 

• A proper cultural centre for the town, 
with collections that reflect the Arts, 
History, Fashion and Literature, and are 
unique to the area

Museums hold the DNA of our culture

• This includes the re-design and total 
conversion of currently redundant 
and quite dilapidated buildings to 
provide a new connecting gallery space 
between the Courthouse and the Police 
Station and the Edward Thomas Study 
Centre in the old stables, as well as 
significant improvements to the existing 
Courthouse and Police Station, lighting 
and new exhibition displays for the 21st 
Century.

• Arts Council England, The Heritage 
Lottery Fund and East Hampshire 
District Council have already supported 
this project. Our Heritage Lottery Fund 
grant is a very generous £1.25m, with 
the proviso that we raise £1.25m in 
matched funding by the end of March 
2018, which is why we need your help 
now, to reach that important target. 

The cost of delivering the project is
£2.5 million 

A more prominent visitor attraction

Petersfield Museum will be an active 
contributor to new commerce in the 
town. As an attraction and hub for 
tourism and visitor information, we 
will be a regular first-stop for new and 
returning visitors.

We will always be encouraging visitors 
to extend their trip to the museum by 
visiting other pathways to local places 
of interest, trails in the South Downs 
National Park, as well as pointing them 
towards local accommodation, other 
attractions and places to eat and drink.

Paving the way

We appreciate that these aren’t the 
easiest of economic times to be 
embarking on a capital project for the 
Museum, but the opportunity is here 
now and we must seize it.

Investing in a more prominent visitor 
attraction and better facilities within the 
Museum will create many wider benefits 
for the town. The effects of which will 
ripple out.

It is possible to split donations across 2 
or 3 years to enable donors to make a 
staggered capital gift.

This can be achieved via a simple 
Standing Order (STO) instruction which 
is attached in the tear off section of this 
brochure.

For those who pay enough tax to fill in 
a Gift Aid Declaration, we can receive 
a further 25p for every £1, making an 
overall gift of £150 (£50 by STO for 
3 years) worth £187.50 or £5,000 
(£2,500 over 2 yrs) worth £6,250 
overall.

Please complete a Gift Aid Declaration 
if you can
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JUDICIARY

Supreme High 
Court Judge £10,000

High Court Judge £5,000

Circuit Judge £2,500

Magistrate £1,000

CONSTABULARY

Chief Constable £600

Chief 
Superintendent £300

Chief Inspector £150

Police Constable £75

The Judiciary levels offer the highest 
levels of support, for those able to make 
a significant gift. There will be some sort 
of permanent ‘donor wall’ or installation 
of acknowledgement either internally or 
externally, connected to the Museum. 
We will work with the architects on this 
and let donors know in due course. A 
tailored package of donor benefits for 
each level is also in the pipeline.

The Constabulary levels offer more 
accessible levels of support and will 

Help Lady Justice tip the scales in our favour 

A special lifeline of support from the 
business, service and corporate sector

We want to champion everyone that 
supports us in our 999 club, through 
bespoke packages that answer some of 
your business needs, as well as providing 
your brand with profile through 
association. 

We realise that 2021, when the 
expanded museum will open, currently 
seems a long way off to reap from your 
investment. 

However, we can assure you that 
there will be an enormous amount of 
opportunities between now and when 
we finally open, for brand association, 
events and community engagement. 

We welcome ‘in kind’ support as well 
as corporate donations. Your company 
will be with us for this transformative 
journey and will be at the forefront of 
our thinking, when it comes to tailor 
made packages that answer your 
Corporate Social Responsibility needs 
along the way. 

It’s worth bearing in mind that corporate 
charitable donations are a very tax 
efficient way of reducing your annual 
tax bill, as well as giving you the chance 
to direct that support to a charitable 
organisation that will bring benefits to 
the town where you trade and your 
employees and their families live.

The 999 Club
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also have some special benefits and 
named acknowledgement. The more 
people who are willing to support at 
these levels, the bigger the difference to 
our target which will help us access the 
Heritage Lottery Fund Grant.

Your support now is incredibly 
important to us. Every £1 gifted to 
the Museum for this project unlocks 
an additional £1.50 in a matched 
contribution from the Heritage Lottery 
Fund.

Please do contact Kate Lloyd, our 
Fundraising Development Officer if you’d 
like to discuss supporting this endeavour 
via email:
appeal@petersfieldmuseum.co.uk  



“I’m proud to be associated with the 
Petersfield Museum as it transforms itself 
into a cultural centre. I’m confident this 
will allow it to become both a focus of 
interest in the area, and also a point of 
departure – in the sense that its riches 
will have a large resonance. And none 
more so than the Edward Thomas Study 
Centre, which will celebrate Petersfield’s 
luminously great local poet, and inspire 
others to walk in his footsteps.”

Professor Sir Andrew Motion
Patron of Petersfield Museum

Please support our plans to expand the 
Petersfield Museum so that we can show you 
the fascinating history of this area through our 
unique collections and Pathways into the Past.
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Petersfield Museum
St. Peter’s Road, Petersfield GU32 3HU

www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk

Petersfield Museum – registered charity no: 1108817


