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   Transforming Petersfield Museum...



When the new Petersfield Museum 
opens in 2020, visitors will find stunning 
collections and galleries that would make 
any community proud. 

Our buildings, exhibitions and programmes 
are being transformed and an exciting new 
outdoor space created in the courtyard. 

We will have room to show far more than 
ever before, putting Petersfield Museum 
and our glorious surroundings on the map 
for local people and tourists alike. Rooted 
in the community, our £3.7 million Pathways 
into the Past project is for you.

Unlocking the potential...



Sit in an 1850s 
police cell, crack 
The Case of the 
Hobnail Boot, 
watch a re-enacted 
Victorian trial and 
compare 175 years 
of truncheons and 
handcuffs collected 
by Hampshire 
Constabulary, the 
oldest county police 
force in the country. 

Petersfield Museum 
has a very rare asset 
in its police station, 
cells, courthouse 
and stables 
(originally for the 
constabulary horse 
and cart). Our 

Victorian justice trail 
will bring historic criminal cases to life with 
scintillating stories, fascinating artefacts 
and themed activities.

A Victorian justice heritage site...



From flints to Flora...

For the first time we will be combining 
our collections to tell a cohesive story of 
Petersfield and the surrounding villages.

By displaying paintings by Flora Twort, for 
example, alongside household items and 
clothes of the 1920s, we can 
bring tomorrow’s visitors ever 
closer to their past. 

And we’ll start with the 
present day then take you 

back in time …

The Don Eades 
Collection pulls 
daily life from the 60s, 70s 
and 80s into focus, from 
Petersfield’s first supermarket 
to village sports, cycling 
proficiency and a futuristic 
factory … not to mention 
those crazy fashions, 
hairstyles and cars!

The Flora Twort Collection 
showcases the work of an 
artist who exhibited at the 
Royal Academy and whose 
vibrant, vivacious paintings 
take us back to Petersfield 
Market and the Taro Fair 

of the 1920s and 1930s. 

Printing blocks, sketchbooks and personal 
items round out the picture.

Our Social History Collection 
ranges from the Norman 
Town Charter and 

Medieval 
relics through 
to 20th 
century ‘Minibrix’ 
manufactured in 
Petersfield.

Admire glamorous dresses and 
stylish 18th century frock coats, 
hats, accessories and children’s 

clothing from 1720 to the 1950s selected 
from the 1,000-piece Bedales Historic Dress 
Collection.

People of the Heath: rewind 10,000 years 
to handle Mesolithic flints then see Bronze 
Age burial urns unearthed from the barrow 
cemetery on Petersfield Heath by a team of 

archaeologists and 
volunteers. There is 
also an unexpected 
French connection.

From flints to Flora...



Edward Thomas wrote 
poetry only for the 
last few years of his 
life but earned such 
acclaim that he is 
commemorated 
in Poets’ Corner at 

Westminster Abbey. 
His poems remain as 

much alive now as when 
they were written, capturing 

the natural beauty of the South Downs 
countryside and particularly around his 
home in Steep. He died in action on 9 April 
1917 at the Battle of Arras.

The Edward Thomas Study Centre will 
house a collection of national importance, 
over 2,000 books by and about the poet 
including rare first editions. Members of 
the public as well as researchers will be 
able to take down these treasures and 
study them, connecting with the inspiration 
of a fallen genius.
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“I’m proud to be associated with 
the Petersfield Museum as it 
transforms itself into a cultural 
centre. I’m confident this will 
allow it to become both a focus 
of interest in the area, and also a 
point of departure – in the sense 
that its riches will have a large 
resonance. And none more so than 
the Edward Thomas Study Centre, 
which will celebrate Petersfield’s 
luminously great local poet, and 
inspire others to walk in his 
footsteps.”
Professor Sir Andrew Motion
Patron of Petersfield Museum

The Edward Thomas Study Centre



At our very heart lies a showpiece artwork 
that really puts Petersfield Museum on the 
map. 

Within the courtyard floor is a bird’s eye 
design showing the town and 22 miles of 
the South Downs National Park around it. It 
is quartered by the two historic routes that 
led to Petersfield growing where it did and 
nurtured its burgeoning community.  

Made of granite, this innovative destination 
map is embedded with steel and brass 
icons representing the surrounding 
villages which glint in the sunlight, enticing 
visitors to go out, explore and revel in our 
wonderful local landscapes.

The courtyard is a unique and distinctive 
space that can be a hub for al-fresco 
performances, creative activities, café 
tables with cake and coffee from The 
Servery, the Yardfest art festival, film shows, 
carol singing … multiple events to bring the 
community together. 

The Courtyard
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Leading off the courtyard is our sleek new 
Flora Twort Gallery. Specially designed to 
meet government indemnity standards, this 
is a hugely exciting opportunity which will 
enable us to receive objects, artwork and 
touring exhibitions from major institutions 
such as The V&A and The British Museum. 

The Museum is a hub for the South Downs 
National Park. The inspiring video in the 
Pathways Gallery finishes your visit with 
a flourish. It takes you on a swooping 
journey up and out through the villages and 
countryside on our doorstep. It encourages 
a voyage of exploration of the rich culture 
of this fascinating, beautiful area and how 
our 10,000-year story unfolded.

The Petersfield Museum Shop 
will sell work by local artists 
and artisans, from pictures 
and jewellery to hand-turned 
wooden bowls, books and 
honey. It will be the only 
retail outlet for the Edward 
Barnsley Furniture Workshop. 
Altogether, a treasure trove of 
unusual gifts. 

The Museum Shop / Flora Twort Gallery /
Pathways Gallery and South Downs National Park hub



Family events – soap knapping (carving), 
interactive exhibits, drop-in craft sessions 
… there will be something going on every 
school holiday, introducing youngsters to 
our historic and cultural heritage.

Walks – from the town’s Pubs, Inns and 
Breweries with a free half pint to finish, to 
Walking the Beat, a circular police-themed 
walk around the villages, we will be running 
a regular programme to get people out and 
about. 

Talks – look forward to expert 
presentations ranging from village history to 
famous names (Obi-Wan Kenobi aka Alec 
Guinness lived in Steep).

Flexible Learning Space – situated in the 
refurbished courthouse this will allow local 
artists, schools and community groups to 
exhibit, as well as serving as a purpose-built 
education area for 50 pupils and staff.

Education, learning and activities



All there in black and white...

The Museum has a photographic archive of 
over 9,000 images which date from the late 
19th century and comprehensively reflect 
the changing face of a Hampshire market 
town and its surrounding areas.

It is bolstered by some 110,000 images in 
the Don Eades Collection. Don was the 
local press photographer and his negatives 
record three decades’ worth of local 
people, places and events from 1962- 1987.

Volunteers have been working hard to
catalogue and rehouse 
these negatives, 
selecting the most 
significant for 
digitisation. 80% of 
the collection has now 
been recorded, with 
nearly 20% digitised. 

We are very excited to be able to display 
many of these images for the first time 
when we re-open and they will form the 
basis of several publications.
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Petersfield Museum by numbersPathways into the past – our timeline

volunteers

50+

full-time staff

5
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7
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Vaughan Clarke
Chairman of Trustees

Vaughan has lived in Petersfield 
for nearly 40 years, and has 
strong links within the Town, 
having been on Petersfield Town 
Council for 16 years, twice 
Mayor, and a Town Guide for 
many years. He has also been 
a County Councillor for 8 years 
and is a trustee for two other 
charities.

Doug Jones
Trustee

Doug is a relatively new Trustee, 
joining the team in 2017, and he 
brings a passion for featuring 
the history of local villages as 
well as the town itself. Founder 
and coordinator of the Buriton 
Heritage Bank, Doug is also on 
the board of the South Downs 
National Park Authority.

Frances Cook
Secretary

As a former solicitor, Frances 
deals with general legal and 
compliance matters. As 
company secretary she has 
responsibility for filings at 
Companies House, preparation 
of the monthly agenda and 
taking board meeting minutes. 
She also calls and documents 
the Annual General Meeting.

Paul Martin
Trustee

Paul has an MA in graphic design 
from the Royal College of Art 
and is a Fellow of the Chartered 
Society of Designers. His 
museum responsibilities include 
branding, communications and 
marketing. He is a trustee of the 
Edward Barnsley Workshop and 
co-founder of the Iconic Card 
Company.

Bill Gosney
Trustee

Training and qualifying as an 
engineer, Bill progressed into 
materials handling consultancy 
and installation management. 
In 1991 he founded a successful 
bathroom retail and installation 
company in Petersfield. His 
experience and passion for local 
history makes him the perfect 
choice for Project Director of 
‘Pathways into the Past’.

Elisha Mason
Assistant Curator

Elisha is thrilled to be part of 
the ‘Pathways’ project team. She 
recently completed a Museum 
Studies MA, researching how 
protest material can be curated 
to engage with social issues. She 
has worked in a variety of roles 
across the sector, and is excited 
to contribute her passion 
for making collections more 
accessible.

Sarah Howard
Trustee

As a conservation consultant 
working in the heritage 
profession, Sarah brings her 
knowledge and expertise 
to support the care of the 
Museum’s collections. This 
includes advising on storage, 
display and conservation and 
the provision of practical 
solutions to enhance the study 
and enjoyment of the Museum’s 
collections. 

Jeremy Mitchell
Trustee

Following a career in banking 
Jeremy brought his financial 
management experience 
to the Museum in 2010. 
Reporting skills learnt there 
have been particularly helpful 
in fundraising. (He is a Member 
of the Institute of Fundraising). 
As Chair of the Edward Thomas 
Fellowship, he manages the 
Study Centre at the Museum.

Peter Taylor
Trustee

Peter has over 30 years of senior 
level marketing experience with
international companies. 
Latterly he has spent over 
15 years in the major donor 
sector of the fundraising arena. 
Recent projects involved raising 
capital sums for the new Mary 
Rose Museum and the rodent 
eradication project on South 
Georgia in the South Atlantic.

Chris Newbery
Trustee

Chris has a history degree and a 
post-graduate museum studies 
qualification. His 40 years in 
the museums sector includes a 
curatorial post at the Museum 
of London and Director of the 
Royal Marines Museum. Locally, 
he has served as a governor of 
The Petersfield School and been 
involved in archaeological digs.

Ryan Watts
Learning and Community 
Engagement Officer

With a diverse range of skills 
and experience as both an 
experimental archaeologist 
at Butser Ancient Farm and 
museum educator at the 
Museum of London, Ryan 
will bring a new, energetic 
and exciting approach to 
the Museum’s learning and 
community engagement 
programme.

Wayne Robertson
Trustee

Wayne has always had an 
interest in local history and 
archaeology. After a career in 
insurance, mostly spent based 
in Petersfield, he became a 
Museum trustee in 2007 and 
was responsible for the Heath 
Barrows Project. His other 
duties include responsibility 
for staff and looking after the 
Museum’s insurance needs.

Lauren Wayland
Learning and Community 
Engagement Assistant

Lauren’s journey to Petersfield 
started with a role in a 
secondary school, via an MA in 
Museum Education, followed 
by 5 years in Museum Visitor 
Services. Local history is her 
passion so she is looking 
forward to sharing Petersfield’s 
story as part of the ‘Pathways’ 
project.

Alice Shaw
Project Manager

With degrees in Art History 
and Museum Studies, Alice 
has worked on exhibitions and 
capital projects in museums for 
16 years, at the British Museum, 
V&A and Science Museum. A 
local resident, born and bred in 
Petersfield, Alice is delighted to 
bring her expertise to a project 
that will make a real impact on 
her local community.

Sophie Yaniw
Curator

Sophie’s love of sharing ideas 
stemmed from her study of 
philosophy. Having realised she 
wanted to curate, Sophie did an 
MA at the Courtauld Institute, 
followed by a curatorial trainee-
ship at the Wordsworth Trust. 
Two years later, she is in her 
dream job in a beautiful part of 
the world.

Who’s who at Petersfield Museum...

Dan McWilliam
Business Manager

Dan is finding it hugely 
exciting to be part of the team 
transforming the Museum. With 
experience of business planning, 
marketing /communications 
and customer experience, 
Dan previously worked for 
The Landmark Trust, Ascot 
Racecourse, The Anvil in 
Basingstoke and several other 
cultural venues. 



We can always use a helping hand...

Petersfield Museum will be closed during 
our expansion and renovation but you will 
be able to keep up with news about our 
progress at www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk

We can always use a helping hand, more 
so now than ever. Why not consider joining 
our team of volunteers.

You could be working on our collections 
behind the scenes, documenting, repacking 
or researching for displays. You could be 
training for when we re-open - front of 
house in the shop, welcoming visitors, 
acting as a steward, a tour guide or helping 
with events.

This is your chance to play an important 
part in a dynamic community, looking to 
the future as much as the past.

Contact us for more information on
curator@petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 

Please help to pave the way by donating to 
Pathways into the Past...

You can make an indelible mark on this 
visionary project by having a brick engraved 
with your name or that of a loved one. The 
front of the museum and courtyard will 
feature all the bricks prominently as part 
of their design. There are three ways to 
contribute:

Personally: individuals, couples and families 
can name a brick for the paved area in 
front of the new museum. Suggested 
minimum donation: £30.

Societies, clubs and organisations: show 
your support with a brick for the courtyard, 
the new heart of Petersfield Museum. 
Suggested minimum donation: £30.

Business: prove you are embedded in the 
local community with a named brick in a 
prime location in the courtyard. Suggested 
minimum donation: £75.

Contact us for more information on 
education@petersfieldmuseum.co.uk 



Patrons

Lord Egremont
Dame Zandra Rhodes

Professor Sir Barry Cunliffe
Professor Sir Andrew Motion

Sir Daniel Day-Lewis
Martin Drury CBE
Celia Birtwell CBE

Petersfield Museum Project Office
13 Dragon Street, Petersfield, Hampshire GU31 4JN

01730 262601
www.petersfieldmuseum.co.uk

1O,OOO YEARS
IN THE

MAKING

MUSEUM

PE

TERSFIELD

Petersfield Museum is a registered charity. Charity no. 1108817


